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What is Lent?
Lent is a forty day period in the church’s calendar, beginning on Ash Wednesday (26th February)
and leading up to the Saturday before Easter Day.
It is a period of Christian observance, not recognised much by the secular society of today. It is
good to realise that all Christian colours and traditions join in this period in some way.
It is said that Christians ‘mirror’ the 40 day
period that Jesus spent in the wilderness,
when he was tempted by the devil to take
some shortcuts and escape routes in his
future life. He had come with a spirit-led
mission to lead mankind home to God. He
resisted this test to the point of a climax
when the devil left him alone. But it was to
be a future path for Jesus, not just of
teaching and miracles, but of his own
lonely, painful and violent death.
Many Christians use the period of Lent to set some targets for themselves. At perhaps the lowest
level it may be “giving up xxxx for Lent”, where xxxx might be chocolates or other rich foods or
drinks. Maybe it is a chance to set some more positive challenge: to read a section of the Bible or
a Christian book that has lain unread on the shelf, to engage in a prayer routine, to write, or
even to use some constructive periods of quietness to focus on something in our lives that has
been neglected and which we can decide to adopt as our own Lenten challenge. Or it might be a
chance to join together as the church of St Michael’s in a programme of devotional study. The
weekly programme entitled ‘The Language of the Cross’ offers us all just such an opportunity.
(see below).

The Language of the Cross
A Lent course for St Michael’s led by Richard Holmes, Crewe YMCA
Tuesday 3 March: ‘Offense’, Wed 11 March: ‘Self-giving God’, Thurs 19 March: ‘The defeated
tyrants’, Tuesday 24 March: ‘Broken and poured out’ , Tuesday 31 March: ‘Resurrection sight’.

All at 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church, Devon Road, Newton

The
Vicar
writes...

Someone once asked me 'If being a Christian is
like being on a journey - do you feel you are
moving towards God or away from Him?' I have
always found that a sobering thought.

Let us use these days in the run up to Easter as a
time to stop and think. Let us remember this is a
Lent is seen by many as a journey. Like most

season of hope and infinite possibility. Let us step

journeys it is something different from the

off the merry-go-round of life, take a good look

normal routine and with a specific purpose.

at who we are and where we are going, and ask:

For some people this may be a physical

“Am I the kind of person God is calling me to

journey; there are many pilgrimages that

be?”

take place in the Lenten period. For others it
may be an inner journey as they discover

Love and Prayers

something about themselves, or something
new about God.

Jesus' journey to Jerusalem certainly had a
Pete

specific aim- the cross! If you are doing
something different over Lent have you
stopped to think what is your aim?

Pilgrim’s Progress: Thursday, 12th March
Our Deanery Synod has a rather different meeting on
Thursday, March 12th. It will consist of a showing of the
film “Pilgrim’s Progress”.
It is open to all-comers, not just Deanery Reps and it
is also a free showing. The venue is St Luke’s Church,
Huntington.
Not to be missed!

MY LIFE AND MY FAITH
Rob Kophamel tells his story
For you created my inmost being; you knit me
together in my mother’s womb (Psalm 139:13)
I’m so grateful to the Lord to be here. My Mum
unexpectedly found out that she was
pregnant two days before an operation to
remove an ovarian cyst. Several
months later, after a risky
operation and a season of heavy
prayer, I was born. I am thankful
to have been born into a loving
Christian family that was part of an
amazing Christian Church
community, who from the off have
taught me the truth of Jesus Christ
and encouraged me to seek Him for
myself.

really strived to accomplish those dreams, once
running alongside Jessica Johnson-Thompson. I
also committed myself to learning several
instruments, and learning them very loudly,
much to the annoyance of my parents. After
surviving my GCSE’s and A Levels, I looked to
pursue my passion for music
at University. One thing led
to another and, naturally, I
ended up studying
Biochemistry in Liverpool for
three years.

Throughout university, I felt
God give me a real burning
passion for His church and a
longing to commit my life to
I decided to follow Jesus at six
serving and building His
years old, after Dougie Doug Doug
kingdom – however that
- a man who not only sang songs
would look. A really
and told stories about Jesus but also dressed up significant song, especially when looking foras a pirate, ate fire and threw knives – asked if ward to post-university life, was ‘Oceans’ by
anyone wanted to give their lives to Jesus.
Hillsong United - particularly these words:
Being a six-year-old who liked people who ate
“Spirit, lead me where my trust is without borfire and threw knives, I wanted to give my life
ders, Let me walk upon the waters wherever
to Jesus. So I did.
you would call me.” That’s dangerous,
especially when you mean it.
I was part of an independent evangelical church
at the time, and as the years passed, our
After graduating, I ended up living alone in rural
church family continued to guide both myself
Cheshire, in the middle of nowhere, away from
and my friends in discovering more and more of family and friends and everything I knew,
the love of Jesus; who God is, what he has
renting a house off a nun and being the youth
done, and what it actually means to be a
worker for three Church of England churches,
follower of him. So, in 2008, I was baptised by
not to mention getting married soon after to my
full immersion before my family and friends.
lovely wife, Em.
Sadly, Dougie Doug Doug couldn’t make it.
Since then life looks quite different as we live as
Secondary school was a time of learning to walk part of this wonderful community here in
with the Lord, and so often falling over in one
Newton, still learning what it means to walk
way or another. Thankfully, the Lord was, and
with the Lord, and still so often falling over. But
is, always patient with me and picked me up. I
God is still patient, still faithful, and I’m ever
dreamed of being an athlete or a musician and
learning just how good our God is.

Being a Pilgrim on the Camino
A personal view by Mick Byrne at the Encounter evening service on 19 th January
“This Pilgrimage was a challenge of a journey,
as well as a time for oneself, along with
numerous others, to come closer to God, to
worship him and to thank God for being able to
do it. The Camino de Santiago can start from
various places all over the world but all
routes end at Santiago de Compostella,
and the cathedral, in the name of St
James, who was thought to have
founded the church in the extreme
north west corner of Spain.”
Mick has now been on ten such
pilgrimages. He showed us the
photographic and video story of his
walk in September 2015. He started in
the Pyrenees on the French/Spanish
border, and walked the whole width of
Northern Spain on the Camino Francis,
500 miles.
“You meet the most amazing people, with
moving stories, sometimes of challenge, at
crossroads of life, of illness
and near-death stories. You
fall in with some for a day
or two, then miss them,
then rediscover them a bit
later. What is common to
many are blisters and heat
exhaustion! Some walk in
support of charities, others as a personal or
public witness to God’s movement in their lives.
Camino walkers come from all walks of life, as
well as all church connections. Those who are
Christians celebrate the Christ of an empty
cross.”
“Over 200,000 people now walk the Camino
each year. And there is massive support from
the locals. All along the way are hostels. The
generous support of the ordinary Spanish
people is a lovely thing to experience.”

Legend says that some of the remains of the
apostle, James, were carried by boat from
Jerusalem to northern Spain, where his body
was buried in the city of Santiago de
Compostella, though his head remained in
Jerusalem. The
symbol of the
Camino is the
scallop: although the
origin of this symbol
is debated it is
associated with
James’ bodily
remains arriving in
Spain.
“The experience of
sharing openly and
freely is a wonderful
part of the Camino.
People walk, cycle, wheel-chair, take their
children even. Sharing is key: sharing of food
and water (water is vital), sharing your story
and your faith and never mind the language
differences; everything you own is carried on
your back.”
“At the end of each day a hostel is the place to
be for food, shower and bed and to get ready
for the next day. Because of the heat, the
earlier the morning start the better.”
“Each year, I lose weight and gain friends.
Each year I get blisters, pain and fatigue, and I
get over it. I average about 30 km a day,
about 20 miles. I enjoy being on my own,
accompanying others, with God, and with the
changing scenery – all of these.”
“Why do so many people undertake this
strenuous Camino every year? The world lacks
spiritual guidance. And there are huge
numbers of people who go searching.”

Good News about Zambia
The project to support the children in Patches’
parents’ village in Zambia was granted Charity
Status last month by the Charity Commission.
This will make it easier to send money to Victor
Chabala, to claim Gift Aid on donations and
even apply for grants from other charities. It is
a fantastic answer to prayer, as the approval
was first time and within 48 hours of the
application being submitted.

The charity is called the Mwantalasha Village
Education Project.
There will be at least 50 and perhaps over 60
kids in the programme by Easter. £10 per
month supports one child, covering their school
fees, school uniform and essentials and a midday meal. Want more details? Interested in
supporting a child? Speak to Dave or Lorraine
Cawley or Phil Roberts.

What will you be reading this Lent?
Apart from your daily Bible reading you may
like to read a book that focuses especially on
the season of Lent. Here are a couple of
suggestions, all readily available from online
booksellers and Christian bookshops.

the light of Christ’s glory, use suffering as a
personal testimony and give our lives as a living
sacrifice to him?
The Nail by Stephen Cottrell, (Bishop of
Chelmsford and Archbishop of York designate)

A Passion for Christ, by Michael Baughen
(former Bishop of Chester)

Stephen Cottrell reflects on how it might have
been for those involved in the first Easter.
This book is broken You hold in your hands one of the nails that
into six studies,
was used to crucify Jesus. Do you accept
one a week for the responsibility for your part in his death, or do
period of Lent, and you blame someone
explores how we
else?
can identify more
keenly with Christ’s We look through the
sufferings.
eyes of Peter, the
Roman centurion,
Paul wrote letters
Pontius Pilate, Caiaphas,
to the Corinthians
Judas, Mary Magdalene
to encourage them and Pilate’s wife. As
to renew their
each witness tells their
passion for Christ, Michael encourages us to do story they give their
the same. He questions how we can really
excuse for passing
identify with Christ’s suffering, living as we do,
responsibility for the crucifixion nails to another,
in an age of comparative comfort and plenty.
who then takes up the story.
As followers of Christ how can we share in his
sufferings, be a church marked by love and
holiness, share the hope of the gospel, shine

The final chapter raises the all-important, lifechanging question for ‘The Nail’ characters and
for us: ‘will you let Jesus forgive you?

ABOUT St MICHAEL’S
Rooms 2 and 3 transformed into a
Prayer Room for the children.

37 children and young people gathered in the Church Centre
for a screens night with films and hot dogs - so their parents
could have time together on Valentines evening.

The photography
Stream Group have
been out and about in
Newton.
A plaque in Woodfield
Park, in front of
Kingswood, above, and
Lime Wood Fields.

ST MICHAEL’S NEWS
Some highlighted Sunday services this
month:
6.30pm March 1st: “Dwelling Place”
6.30pm March 15th: “Encounter: Medical
Ethics” John Gibbs.
10.00am March 22nd: “Mother’s Day” Sas
McConville and Rob Kophamel.
10am March 29th: “Easter Experience”
See the back page for a full listing of all the
month’s services.
PCC meeting Monday 20th January
The PCC considered the Treasurer’s report that
the outcome of 2019 year was a deficit of
£25,500. The work on refurbishment of Rooms
4 and 5 cost under £5000. A review of the
Christmas services showed that overall
numbers have remained steady. The work on
the building project has reached the point
where an architect has been engaged to
investigate the feasibility of a project; the
options will be looked at by the Building Project
Group before coming back to the PCC. A PCC
Away Day took place on Saturday 8th February,
at which Andrew Evans (a consultant on church
finances and fund raising) held two sessions. A
new computer package called Church Suite was
enthusiastically presented and adopted: its
chief value will be to organise our multiple
church rotas so they can be readily accessed on
the internet.
News of a Café management change
We are pleased to welcome the new manager
of the Café, Ruth Richards, who will take up her
post on 3rd March. We hope to feature an
article about Ruth in a future edition of the
Messenger. A farewell will be held on Friday
28th February for Tina Peters on her retirement
(see her Life and Faith article in last month’s
edition).

on Saturday 7th March. Please bring some
cleaning materials and equipment with you, so
that we can freshen up the Church and Centre
before Easter. “Many hands make light work.”
Francis Orishaba
Francis was a student at Chester University on
two occasions and came to St Michael’s during
that time. He would like to share some good
news with folks at St
M’s. After a long
period of searching
and delay, he has
been appointed to the
post of Microbiologist
with LSHTM/MUST
(Mbarara University of
Science and
Technology) in
Uganda. The job is in
collaboration with the
Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine. We
share in his delight and thankfulness to God,
and offer our warm congratulations.
Lent Course: The Language of the Cross
led by Richard Holmes, Crewe YMCA.
All at 7.30pm at St Michael’s Church, Devon
Road, Newton.
What really happened on the Cross? Why did
one young Rabbi’s death 2000 years ago make
claim to have changed the world? We will see
how the New Testament uses different types of
language to describe the meaning and
relevance of the Cross. At the same time we
may never fully sound its depths: it is a truth
that terminates in more than one rich mystery.

Tuesday 3 March: ‘Offense’
Wed 11 March: ‘Self-giving God’
Church spring cleaning morning
Thurs 19 March: ‘The defeated tyrants
Make a note of the communal spring cleaning of Tuesday 24 March: ‘Broken and poured out’
the church, to take place from 9am until noon
Tuesday 31 March: ‘Resurrection sight’

DIARY DATES—March
MARCH
Sun (1)

Tue (3)

Sat (7)
Sun (8)

6.30pm
LENT 1
8.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion
Morning Worship
- Pete Rugen
6.30pm
Evening Service:
Dwelling Place
7.30pm
Lent Course 2020
(in Church)
- Richard Holmes
9am to noon Church spring
clean
LENT 2
10.00am
6.30pm

Mon (9)

7.30pm

12.30pm
Wed (11)

7.30pm

Thu (12)

7.30pm

Sun (15)

LENT 3
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm

Tues (24)

7.30pm

Sun (29)

LENT 5
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm

Tue (31)
Holy Communion
- Trevor Park
Evening Service
- Andy Benson
Standing
Committee
(Vicarage)
World Mission
Committee
Lent Course 2020
- Richard Holmes
Deanery Synod
showing of
Pilgrim’s Progress
(St Luke’s
Huntington)
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
- Pete Rugen
Encounter “Medical
Ethics”
Lent Course 2020
- Richard Holmes
PCC Prayer
Breakfast

Thu (19)

7.30pm

Sat (21)

8.00am

Sun (22)

LENT 4 (MOTHER’S DAY)
10.00am
All Age Worship
- Rob Kophamel
and Sas McConville

7.30pm

Holy Communion
with Prayer for
Healing
- Andy McConville
Lent Course 2020
(in Church)
- Richard Holmes
Holy Communion
Easter Experience
No service
Lent Course 2020
(in Church)
- Richard Holmes

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ...
VICAR: Revd Pete Rugen
peterugen@gmail.com
WARDENS:
Steve McKew
01829
Derek Taylor
DEPUTY WARDEN:
Estelle Byrne
CHILDREN & FAMILIES WORKER:
Sas McConville
07414
YOUTH/YOUNG ADULTS WORKER:
Rob Kophamel
07947
PCC SECRETARY:
Fiona Prichard
01244
TREASURER:
John Allan
07948
HALL BOOKINGS:
Mary Webster
CHURCH MAGAZINE:
David Blackmore

311956

271974
383428
341774
492244
469796
344276
401925
343981
323494

CHURCH OFFICE:
315129
Open for enquiries: Mon & Tues
9.30am –3.00pm
Thur & Fri
10.00am—5.30pm
BOOK KEEPER:
Fiona Prichard (Mon & Tues)
344276
Email: finance.stmichaels@gmail.com
CHURCH SECRETARY:
Jackie Hockley (Thurs & Fri)
347860
Email: office@stmichaelschester.com
WEBSITE: www.stmichaelschester.com

